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is aesthetically unsatisfactory and moraIJy unedifying- A god,
wearing garland of skulls and hissing snakes, dancing at.
midnight on the cremation grounds surrounded by evil
spirits, no doubt* is not likely to call forth religious fervour-
The saints ask us to ponder over the significance of the e
features. There is again the idea that God has control over
the destructive forces- The story of kali dancing with the
Lord, illustrates the fact that God conquers the destructive
forces which other wise would overwhelm the world.
Manikkavacagar brings this out in the form of questions
and answers- Question : The Lord of TillaFs court, by cool
palms girt, whence honey drips, there   entering does
mystic dance perform : what's that my dear ?

Answer : Had he not entered there, alt the wide earth had
quick become Abode of demons armed with flesh-trinsfixing
spears.34 The Lord is said to have danced K5H into refine-
ment of character.

Nicot Macnicol, after quoting from Maniakwacagar'-s
Tiruvacagam says. 'tt is hardly necessary to multiply Hlustras
lions of the fervent spirit of this worshipper of Siva35. It
is constant marvel to note how the htiat of his devotion
is able to transmute for its purpose of adoration even the
repellent aspects of God. His descriptions of Him seem at
times to touch the very brink of all we hate. This is he
who 'wears the chapiet* of skull's/ he is the maniac.

*A dancing snake his Jewel, tiger - skin his rob^,
A form with ashes smeared he wears ?

Though these aspects are repellent, we must also note
the description of Siva as the beautiful one, the one of
ravising beauty- He is described as the Beautiful one who
conquered Yama, (the king of death) ; the Beautiful one who
drank poison; the Beautiful one who moves about the
universe ; the Beautiful one who goes out to beg ; the Beauti"